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Peninsula the French settlements throve apace. M.
Dumas, the governor of Pondiche'ry, mingled
Governor of so dexterously in the quarrels of the native
Pondichery, princes, that, though frequently on the losing
1735 4I' side, he greatly enlarged his possessions with-
out exciting any suspicions of aggressiveness, and raised
the French prestige to a height hitherto undreamt of.
There can be no doubt, that at this period the French
were in native eyes by far the most considerable of the
European powers that had effected a lodgment on the
Indian coasts. The English of Bombay, Madras, and
Calcutta might drive a more lucrative trade, but it was
known through all southern India, that the governor of
Pondichery had successfully defied the dreaded Mahrat-
tas, when they swept over the plains of the Carnatic, and
Prestige of ^^ t^ie wa^s °f tne French city had afforded
Pondichery. a refuge to the widow of the Nabob, after her
husband had been defeated and slain. The fame of
Durnas reached the Court of Delhi, and the Mogul con-
ferred on him the title of Nabob, with the command of
4,500 horsemen, honours which at the request of the
governor, who was then on the point of leaving India,
were transferred to his successor.
That successor was Joseph Francois Dupleix, one of
the most illustrious statesmen of his day, distinguished
_.	among   the   many  distinguished   Europeans
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who have ruled in India. He it was who first
conceived the magnificent idea of building up an Euro-
pean Empire on the ruins of the Mogul, and who with
the idea perceived also the means of carrying it into exe-
cution, foreshadowing the policy which has since been
ours. The son of a director of the French East India
Company, Dupleix entered its service in 1720, and had
given proof of remarkable capacity in subordinate posi-
tions when his appointment to the governorship of Pon-

